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RES AT 19:00
pressed by the speakers are their own, as the Theosophical Society has no dogmas.

BJECT SPEAKER

edictions for the Year 2009 Tom Davis

Psychic Circles — Message for 2009

| cards, Astrology, Medicine Cards, Hand reading
d raising evening - R10 donation welcome.

s at 6pm. Come early and enjoy the fun!!

ange Yourself and Move Mountains Susan Kaschula (SA Gen Sec.)

soteric Predictions for the Year 2009 Jimbo Kempster

(Esoteric Astrologer)
latthew 7:7 and Google Koffie Kouakou
amily Constellations Dr Roman
GM @ 16:00
e Road to Divinity Ravi Govender (Sai Baba Group)
h to Die Healthy Ann Davis
e Proper use of Divination Richard Fidler (Astrologer)
itnessing Consciousness Keith Armitage
fe Purpose on Your Hands Kevin Leak (Hand Psychology)

Chinese New Year Celebration and Blessing

Fund raising evening — Donation R50

ludes Chinese Vegetarian Supper and Sparklers.

al Blessing/Prize for best dressed Chinese Costume.
y Tom Davis on “Riding the OX into the New Year”
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invited to attend these lectures. Use the Meintjies Street entrance to the car park in the new
Industry building next door to the Theosophical Society. Once inside, head for the pedestrian
the car park, next to the Theosophical Society notice board. Exit through the door at that point.
all.

endance but a collection is taken after each Sunday evening talk.

alk — donations will be gratefully accepted.

S

. 1* Thursday of the month at 6.30pm.
078 319 0905.

of the month.

SES

325-6853 (work) or Cell: 082 510 4466

FULL MOON MEDITATION

2

onry? If you would like to know more about the teachings, contact Louise Wade
25-6853 at work)

NAL MEETINGS

oria East, invites you to attend their Group Devotional Meetings, every Thursday evening.
Sunnyside. Time: 19h00-20h00

21-0808 / Ravi 082-551-5342

rk) or Cell: 082 510 4466.

A LODGE:
ee Objects of the Theosophical Society but does not impose any beliefs;
library and the National Library for research purposes and is available every Saturday morning;

he SA Theosophist; and
mbers' meetings and, after two years' membership, voting powers and eligibility for election to
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pport our Lodge. Members are vital to the
e Lodge.

ly): R10, 00 (plus Annual Subscription)
ar R70, 00)

er annum (half-year R100, 00)

m (half year R35, 00)

r annum (half year R50,00)
(half year R35, 00)

ines

s may be taken out at a time and kept for a month.
h may be obtained by application to the Librarian
personally or by telephone. The contact person for
a Bischoff, cell: 078 319 0905 or Henny, Phone: 012
ious video and audio tapes available for lending.

[F=%

:r

or late returns or lost books and tapes.

ng.

BE PRESENTED WHEN BORROWING BOOKS

IETY has no dogmas. It is composed of
on is not the profession of a common
and aspiration for Truth. They hold that
study, by purity of life, by devotion to
2 to humanity. Perfect freedom and

ines through the many-coloured lamps
of truth in scriptures, creeds, symbols,

e path towards it are many.

OSOPHICAL SOCIETY
us of the Universal Brotherhood of
distinction of race, creed, sex, caste or

e study of Comparative Religion,
ence.

unexplained laws of Nature and the
an.

s immortal and its future is the future of
h and splendour have no limit."

h gives life dwells in us, and without us,
nally beneficent: is not heard or seen or
erceived by the man who desires

n absolute law-giver, the dispenser of
) himself; the decreer of his life, his
ent."

great as life itself, are as simple as the
ry with them.

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IS A DOORWAY TO THEOSOPHY:

It does not say, "Here are the teachings for your acceptance and which
will make you happy and wise."

It says, "Here is a way which leads to the understanding of the oldest
and most profound teachings concerning man, his nature, origin and
destiny, his powers, possibilities and responsibilities.

My door is open to every man; whether you stay or depart; whether you
honour the teachings and pass them on in your turn; or whether you
misunderstand or pollute them, is up to you entirely."”

No promises are given except the old tradition: "If you live the life you
will know the truth."

The theosophical tradition affirms that man, by exploring the depths of
his own nature, can come to the experience of TRUTH, the knowledge of
ultimate reality.

Theosophy is a word of Greek origin meaning "Divine Wisdom" (Theos =
God; Sophia = Wisdom). The word THEOSOPHY has been in use for many
centuries. The DIVINE WISDOM has existed from the beginning of time.

DO YOU EVER WONDER...?
Who you are?

Why you are here?

Where you are going?

THEOSOPHY, the Wisdom of the Ages, says:

You are part of the One Existence which men call God.
Your body - is mortal

Your spirit, which is your true self — is immortal

You are here in order to discover who you really are, and to bring into
activity all the powers that lie sleeping within you. Your goal is infinite
love, infinite wisdom. Humanity is still very young and most of us have
hardly begun this immense task of self-discovery.

You are going in the direction you have chosen: Either drifting through
life, at the mercy of events and your own passing whims and moods, or
accepting your destiny and moving consciously towards the goal of self-
realization.
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Quotable Quotes

There is a road, steep and thorny,
Beset with perils of every kind, but yet a road,
and it leads to the very heart of the Universe:
| can tell you how to find those who will
show you the secret gateway that opens inward only,
and closes fast behind the neophyte for evermore.
There is no danger that dauntless courage cannot conquer;
there is no trial that spotless purity cannot pass through;
there is no difficulty that strong intellect cannot surmount.
For those who win onwards there is a reward
past all telling—the power to bless and save humanity;
for those who falil, there are other lives in which success may
come.
H. P. Blavatsky. Collected Works, vol. XIlI.
(Boris de Zirkoff, ed.) Theosophical Publishing House, 1890-91.

eceived and deluded long enough; they must break their idols, put away their shams, and
mselves-nay, there is one little word too much or too many, for he who works for himself
rk at all; rather let him work himself for others, for all. For every flower of love and charity
ighbor's garden, a loathsome weed will disappear from his own, and so this garden of the
all blossom as a rose. In all Bibles, all religions, this is plainly set forth-but designing men
erpreted and finally emasculated, materialized, besotted them. It does not require a new
ry man be a revelation unto himself. Let once man's immortal spirit take possession of the
, drive out the money-changers and every unclean thing, and his own divine humanity will
hen he is thus at one with himself he will know the "builder of the Temple."
The Key To Theosophy - H. P. Blavatsky

As the whole personality of a being becomes melted down into the
t step by step, fragments of Light in the form of 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 pointed
S go on increasing in points, culminating in the many petalled Divine
endour of the Lotus. When the Higher Self of the Lotus blooms after
long night at dawn, springing up from dense earth matter to receive
the rays of the Sun, radiant in its glory and shining splendour, the
flower of the Soul has opened.

Stars in the Temple - a point of view from the second degree —
Theja Gunawardhana
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would be paralyzing. As T. S. Eliot said, “Human kind
cannot bear very much reality.” We need protection
from too much reality.

Second, limitations are a challenge. Our awareness
develops only through limitations.

And it is for the purpose of developing awareness
that the monad has clothed itself in matter of varying
degrees of limitation and density—or, to put it
differently, has surrounded itself with fields of
various energies, the densest being the physical body.
Matter and energy are in some sense
interchangeable; what we call solid matter is a
pattern of energy, however solid and impenetrable it
may seem to us. The hardness of a stone is not in its
solidity, but is due to the intensity with which its
constituent atoms cling to each other.

OUR BODIES AND THE FIELDS OF
ENERGY

Theosophy teaches that our solar system includes
seven interpenetrating planes of matter or fields of
energy. Three of these are directly involved in our
personal evolution—the physical, the emotional, and
the mental. The physical plane has two main
subdivisions, the dense physical and a subtler
physical level often called “etheric.” Similarly, the
mental plane also has two main subdivisions, often
called “lower” and “higher,” but here the lower
mental will be called simply “mental” and the higher
will be called “causal,” for reasons explained later.
These various grades of matter furnish the stuff of
our several bodies.

The term “bodies” is used for our interface with the
energies of these fields, but these “bodies” should
not be thought of as fixed and static. We know that,
even though our dense physical body appears to be
the same from day to day, it is constantly changing,
although at a much slower rate than our subtler
bodies because of its lower rate of vibrations.

Our subtler bodies may be thought of as flowing lines
of force that generally follow a certain pattern,
modified in each instance by our characteristic
thoughts and emotions, attitudes toward life and the
world, and manner of reacting to experience. All
bodies are really localized fields of force or
concentrations, individual foci, of the energies of the
larger fields in which they operate. Each of the bodies
has around it a radiating energy field of which it is the
center; these surrounding energy fields are called
“auras.”

For purposes of discussion, we speak of our bodies as
distinct from one another— terming them physical
(dense and etheric), emotional, mental, and causal—
but they are not really separate. They are
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THE ETHERIC DOUBLE

As remarked earlier, our physical body has two
“parts” or aspects. One is the dense body composed
of solids, liquids and gases, which is described in
textbooks on physiology and anatomy. The other is a
largely invisible aspect not mentioned in textbooks. It
is called the “etheric double” or “vital body,” and it
serves several important functions, such as being the
pattern by which the dense physical body is built.

Not only the outer frame, but every cell of the dense
physical body has this ethereal or vital counterpart,
formed of finer matter and ordinarily—although not
always— invisible to the human eye. Since the
etheric double cannot sustain consciousness
separated from its dense counterpart, it is not a body
distinct from the dense part of the physical. It is,
however, the carrier of physical sensation and acts as
a bridge between the dense physical body and the
more subtle aspects of our being—another of its
important functions.

The etheric double absorbs energy from the sun and
transmits it as vitality, sending it streaming along the
energy lines of the body and emitting the surplus in
every direction as a bluish-white light. It is sometimes
called the “health aura” because its colours and
vibrations indicate the individual’s state of physical
vitality and health. Healers who practice a technique
called Therapeutic Touch work with the health aura
to facilitate the body’s own powers of recuperation.

The etheric double can be temporarily separated
from the dense physical body by shock, anaesthetics,
or certain other effects that produce trance states.
However, it remains attached to the dense body by a
thread of its own matter—the “silver cord” spoken of
in Ecclesiastes (12.6): “Or ever the silver cord be
loosed . . . the spirit shall return unto God who gave
it.” When this “silver cord” breaks and the etheric
double is finally withdrawn from the body, vitality
ceases to flow and the event of “death” ensues. The
etheric double then quietly disintegrates in the
vicinity of the dense body, its function for the
incarnation having ended.

THE EMOTIONAL BODY

The emotional body, extending slightly beyond both
the physical form and the etheric double, is the
vehicle of feeling and desire, ranging all the way from
earthy passions to inspiring emotions. Clairvoyants
have described it as in constant motion, radiant and
luminous in appearance. It is because of this
luminous appearance that it is sometimes called the
“astral” or starlike body (from the Greek word for
“star,” astron). The term astral, however, has been
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linked. The mental together with the emotional is
called by a Sanskrit term, kama manas, which means
“desire mind.” Functioning in coordination, they
produce types of “thought-emotion,” each of which
reflects its own special color in the aura.

Clairvoyants see pride as orange, fear as livid gray,
and irritability as scarlet. Thought-feelings of
unselfish affection glow with a pale rose colour;
intellectual endeavour, pure yellow; devotion, clear
blue; sympathy, bright green; and spirituality, lilac
blue or lavender.

THE CAUSAL BODY

The causal body is the vehicle through which the
human individuality or soul expresses itself as a series
of personalities in the world. It does so by functioning
through temporary bodies—mental, emotional, and
physical—on the denser planes. Only the good, the
true, and the beautiful enter into the causal body
because its vibrations are so subtle that they do not
respond to that which is coarse, false, or ugly.

Since the causal body is at the level of abstract and
universal thought (the so-called higher mind), it is the
repository of our innate knowledge and capabilities.
At the beginning of human evolution, it is small and
almost colourless, resembling a bubble or a delicate
film. As we evolve, however, and the effects of our
good thoughts, feelings, and actions gradually are
registered there, it takes on greater colour and grows
in size, but very slowly until we reach the stage of
unselfish or impersonal views of the world. Then its
vibrations show themselves to clairvoyant sight as
brilliant colours, so that the causal body becomes a
shining globe of light, full of radiating rays of love and
wisdom.

The causal body continues life after life, whereas the
mental, emotional, and physical bodies are renewed
in each incarnation. The latter are the temporary
vehicles of one lifetime only. The former is our
permanent embodiment. It preserves the fruits of
every lifetime as capacities, which are absorbed into
it after the death of the physical body and the
dissolution of our emotional and mental vehicles.

ACQUIRING A NEW SET OF BODIES

After our physical body, with its accompanying
etheric double, dies, we interact with our subtler-
plane environments for a while through our
emotional and mental bodies. But eventually they
too die, and we are left in our permanent (or at least
long-lasting) causal body, into which the beneficial
experiences of the previous incarnation are
incorporated in the form of increased capacities.
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Nicholson, Ancient Wisdom—Modern Insight, chs. 11
“Sevenfold Illusion” and 14 “The Self and Its Spheres”;
and The Seven Human Powers.

Pearson, Space, Time and Self, section 4, ch. 7 “Man
and His Bodies.”

Taimni, Man, God and the Universe, ch. 30 “The
Concept of Planes and Vehicles”; and Self Culture, chs.
4-11 “The Functions of the Physical Body,” “The
Control, Purification and Sensitization of the Physical
Body,” “The Functions of the Astral Body,” “The
Control, Purification and Sensitization of the
Emotions,” “The Functions of the Lower Mental
Body,” “The Control, Purification and Sensitization of
the Lower Mind,” “The Functions of the Causal
Body,” “The Development of the Higher Mind.”

QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

1. What is the relationship of your body to yourself?
2. What is the purpose for having material forms?

3. What is the difference between the three
perishable bodies and the fourth or permanent body?
4. Briefly describe the emotional and mental bodies.
5. What is the etheric double? What is its function?
Why is it said not to be a true body?

6. What is the name given in Theosophy to the
permanent body? Why is it so called?

7. Explain the significance of color in thought and
feeling, and indicate the meanings of some of the
colors. How are such color meanings reflected in our
ordinary use of language. For example, what is a
“black mood”?

8. What kind of experience is worked into the causal
body?

9. Explain why the bodies lead the consciousness to
habitual thoughts, desires, and actions.

10. What should be our attitude toward our bodies?

oel C.

rology: The Sacred Tradition Of The Hebrew Sages

BOOK SPOTLIGHT:

G ABBALISTIC
ASTROLOGY

T oo Tataros: - rv ooy $eom

eveloped the richest and most sophisticated system of astrology known
but this practice has been almost completely forgotten. Now Joel Dobin,
nd practicing astrologer, brings to light the wealth of astrological
bbalah, Bible, Talmud, and Midrash, revealing a profound tradition as
as millennia ago. Key to this astrological system is the Kabbalah--the
on--in which the sacred Tree of Life links the influences of the twelve
and seven planets to specific letters of the Hebrew alphabet, creating a
structing horoscopes.




