Hello Everybody,

The WEEKLY NEWS REPORT from the Johannesburg lodge.

 

############## THE EVENT OF THE YEAR  #############
 

2010 NATIONAL CONVENTION PROGRAMME
CONVENTION THEME:   “THE OCEAN OF THEOSOPHY”
FRIDAY, 2 April:  AT THE DURBAN LODGE

9:00            REGISTRATION AND TEA IN GARDEN:

                           * R100-00 per person.

           Children under 14 yrs: R50-00 per person.

                             (Additional donations will be gratefully received.)

       * This includes all refreshments and activities for Friday, Saturday

          and Sunday morning.

10:00           PRAYERS OF ALL RELIGIONS 

                    PRAYER: “O Hidden Life”, spoken by General Secretary, repeated by audience.

  Invocation for Blessings from Elder Brethren – spoken by General Secretary.

  To receive greetings from overseas.

10:30           WELCOME BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE DURBAN LODGE

10:35          OPENING OF THE 94th BI-ANNUAL CONVENTION – By the General Secretary

          Roll Call of Delegates and Greetings from Lodges.

          To receive written proxies.

11:00          BI- ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL:

                   All members are requested to attend

13:00
LIGHT LUNCH

14:00 
“NOAH AND THE FLOOD  – FACT OR FICTION ?”   

                    ByTom Davis 

15:00         TEA 

15:30         “UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD AS A PATH TO OUR PERSONAL AWARENESS    ” 

                    By David White, President,  Durban Lodge. 

16:30          INTERACTION            .  

18:00          FINGER SUPPER AND ENTERTAINMENT 

                 SATURDAY, 3 April:  AT THE DURBAN LODGE

                  8:30 - 9:30      EXCO MEETING WITH DURBAN LODGE COMMITTEE

9:30 - 9:45      Chi Kung and Meditation

                 10:00
      CONVENTION ADDRESS BY THE GENERAL SECRETARY:

                       “THE OCEAN OF THEOSOPHY”  

    11:00
       TEA and HOT CROSS BUNS.

11:30              “HALLUCINOGENIC UNDERCURRENTS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                           IN SPIRITUAL AWAKENING”

                                           By Boudewijn Goudriaan  

                13:00                LUNCH
                 14:30                OPEN DEBATE ON PRE-LUNCH TOPIC

                                          Chairman: Boudewijn Goudriaan
                 15:45               TEA and CAKES

                 16:00               FILM - The Dark Crystal                                                                                                                                     

                 18:00
      LIGHT SUPPER AND SOCIALISING 


SUNDAY, 4 April:  AT THE DURBAN LODGE

                  9:00 - 9:40     Chi Kung and Meditation.

                  9:45                TEA and BISCUITS

                  10:00- 10:50   "DESIGN, PURPOSE AND DESTINY WITHIN

                                       THE OCEAN OF THEOSOPHY”                    

                                           By Fred Sonnabend 

                  11:00 - 12:00   “HUMANITY WITHIN THE OCEAN OF TIME.”

                                            By Damon Urbani

12:15                CLOSURE

                  13:00               OPTIONAL LUNCH AT RESTAURANT (own account))
 

Last Sunday Dr. JOE KRUGER leads us through the
classical answers to the debate which has been going 
on for millenia. " THE PROOF OF GOD"
Those he presented were a cross-section of the many,many
which have been postulated.
1. Cosmological proof
  Everything that exists has a cause.The universe exists so it
  has a cause.This cause has a cause and that cause has a 
  cause and on and on to infinity.Where that cause is God.
  So god exists and is the cause of what is-something that 
  exists before anything else.
2. Ontological Proof
    Originally formulated by St.Anslim rests on the 
    identification of God as "that which no greater can be 
    conceived" So nothing greater can be imagined.If God
    does not exist something else must be God. So God 
    exists.
3. The principle of credulity
    Everything that exists has an event /happening that
    it happen.Hence the big bang and it`s nature i.e. the
   many variables that happened at the beginning are the
   reason we are here.That reason must be God.The 
  reason for our existence.
4. Teleological Proof
   Based on the functionality of the universe.Each piece fits
  perfectly into/with the other pieces.William Paley likened
  this to a watch,with many ordered parts working in 
harmony to further some purpose.the complexity,order 
and purpose implies intelligent design.A design that needs 
a designer.
5 Ockham`s Razor
 This tells us that where two explanations are possible,the 
simpler is usually the correct one.It is simpler to postulate 
the universe as an unlimited system ( evidence shows 
mass at the edges is accelerating outwards) .Thus using 
Ockham`s razor  the universe has a single governance
(or God exists)
6.The Epistemological Proof
The parameters of the universe are infinity.The more we
measure the more we find.Therefore every belief can have  
it`s own reality- so " no reality" does not exist.The more one 
concentrates on a belief system the more real it becomes.
So just as the belief in one`s own existence is self evident 
so to is the belief in God
In Summary Dr. JOE gave us Pascal`s Wager
(a) It is possible that God exists and it is possible God does 
 not exist
(b) If one believes in God then if he exists,one receives 
 reward and if he does not loses nothing.
(c) If one does not believe in God,then if he does exist one
 receives punishment and if he does not one gains nothing.
Is it not better to receive a reward or lose nothing than to 
risk punishment and gain nothing.
So it is better to believe in God than not believe.
 

### There is a recess next Sunday on the meeting at 
the lodge - the meetings are in Durban
BUT Meeting as usual on Sunday 11 APRIL at 19h30
When CLIVE SCOTT will tell us about 
    " THE NEW GROUP OF WORLD SERVERS"
ENJOY EASTER
regards
Jack Hartmann 
  
      
 

 

 
