Hello Everybody,

 

### Interesting News##

A study group on " Isis Unveiled" ( lead by Nete Burford) starts next Sunday 7 March.The tome is HP BLAVATSKY`s 1st  major work on Theosophy.

It compares science and religion with Eastern and Western 

ancient wisdom.In volume one she deals with the so called 

"Infallibility" of modern science.In chapter one you will look at old things with new names.

Sound fascinating - well be there on Sunday 

 

######### More NEWS ######

Last Sunday saw the meeting of the National Executive preceded over by Susan Kaschula ( Secretary General) for the

last time as she and Brian will be emigrating to New Zealand.

A large part of the meeting was devoted to the up and coming

Convention in Durban over the Easter weekend. This  looks to be a WOW!!!. There is still time to get in on the act.Give Hugh a ring 0114824105.

 

Also on Sunday saw Andre Croucamp takes on a Quest 

to see if " There is life out there". Hopefully getting science 

and spirituality to talk to each other.

He commenced by setting out to arrive at a definition of life.

Basically it is something embedded in the Universe.To the 

Amazonian Indians it can be lightening, to the animalists it is all animals and the biologist it is something that has growth,reproduction,mutation,repeatable and locomotion.Then along comes the virus and throws a spanner in the works.It has all these qualities but no motion-it needs a host.outside of which it is inert.But a Mimi virus plays host to other viruses and can be said to be alive by the biologists definition.So to the Prion,a protein,eg " Mad Cow`s disease"-capable of reproduction,adapts and evolves but has no DNA or RNA.So we have to accept that a definition for life is progressive as our'

knowledge increases.It can even, as many people believe, be 

found in Cyberspace but it is trapped in a programmed.

This may not be a far fetched idea considering Humberto Maturana`s work on biological systems which are autopoietic

i.e. produces it self .It is an autonomous and self-maintain unity which contains component producing parts.Like 

" cells" of the body.This introduces the concept of boundaries 

which when exceeded experiences irritability /pain.But on the other hand boundaries can be shared as living systems cannot be separated from the substrate but are embedded in a 

nutrient matrix.Thus it can be said that the Universe is doing life.This means relationships,connections and networks, not flows and processes.This puts it in a the area of the mystics.

Matter has the inherent ability to generate form.Quoting Elizabeth Joihson " Human being are the Universe becoming 

conscious of itself ".

The recipe in all living things would seem to include LUCA-

Last Universal Common Ancestor.This takes back to the carbon atom which is found in a star fragments.DNA has this as it`s major element.So from simplicity emerges complexity.

As is demonstrated in John Conways " Game of Life".

The Universe flows through us is what we need for life.A flow of 

high energy to low energy- God can be seen as this flow.

Though certain environments need to be in place for this system to come into being.1) Obviously Carbon with it`s 8 places for an electron in the case of earth ex Carbon Dioxide CO2 This

has been found via the Hubble telescope in the atmosphere of a planet 63 light years away.2) GHZ-Galactic Habitable Zone

not to close to energy source( too hot) or too far away( too cold)- so usually a solid rocky base.3) SHZ- Solar Habitable Zone - a place where liquids are available in the case of earth it 

was water 4) A stable axis otherwise weather changes too frequently.Earth`s axis is stable thanks to the moon ( an angle of 25.3 degrees).

So is there life out there? Another quote, this time Richard Dawkins- " There are a one billion billion planets in the Universe and the odds of there being life on a planet viz the parameters stated in the lecture are one billion to one - this means there are a billion planets which could have life as describe above.We just have keep looking.

NEXT SUNDAY  WE HAVE "  TRISH TELLIER "  to takes us on  
" The Sacred Pattern Underlying the Cather Tradition"
 

 Don`t miss it - so if I don`t see during the week see you Sunday.
regards

Jack Hartmann

 

  

 

 

    

 

